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Lambert
from page E1

“You can’t do this job and
not have somie folks disagree-
ing with you and not liking
you,” Lambert said.

To him, he prosecutes al-
leged criminals the only way
he knows how. And, despite
being an imposing figure in
the courtroom, Lambert said
that’s not the man he really is.

“You have to change modes
when you come to work,”
Lambert said. “You see these
folks’ lives turned upside
down, You get a little bit fired
up to go do a job for them.”

But at home, Lambert’s dif-
ferent. He plays violin in the
local symphony. He volunteers
at the Boys and Girls Club, and
Hearts and Homes. He’s an
avid reader of nonfiction, and
is particularly fond of William
E. Bucldey’s work.

“I don'’t golf, fish or ski,”
Lambert said, laughing. “I'm
kind of a strange Montanan.”

But he’s visible around
town. He frequently attends
Bozeman High School athletic
events. Two of his three chil-
dren still attend the school, just
as he did in the 1970s; the third
is at college. And Lambert can't
remember the last time he

. missed an MSU football game.
He’s a lifelong Bozeman resi-
dent and proud of that fact.

And even those who op-
pose him in court say the out-
spoken prosecutor has had
moments of grace at his job.

Local defense attorney Al
Avignone said following a
hard-fought rape trial in 2003,
where the jury sided with
Avignone, Lambert went out
of his way to shake his hand.

“He congratulated me after
a big trial,” Avignone said.
“And that takes a lot”

He called Lambert a “for-
midable adversary” and added
“there’s no doubt we've
rubbed each other the wrong
way. Yet we're able to separate
that from the fact that we re-
spect each other.”

Gallatin County
Commissioner John Vincent
agreed.

“He and I will differ at
times,” Vincent said.
“Sometimes that creates a little
tension, but that’s normal.”

Vincent and Lambert both
expect to work through those
differences as the county push-
es for a new jail in the coming
months.

Lambert’s comfortable with

* the fact that not everyone’s go-

ing to agree with his decisions.

A few months ago he took
some heat for not allowing a
young child’s organs be donat-
ed. That decision went against
the family’s wishes. The boy
was allegedly killed by his fa-
ther, and Lambert said he did-
't want to jeopardize the in-
vestigation

“I can only do my job,”
Lambert said. “And as awful as
it is for a family losinga 2-
year-old, again, the public still
expects me to do a job.”

Lambert has a big year
ahead of him. In addition to
the homicide cases and the
need to resolve the jam-packed
jail, his office in 2005 is likely
to break its own 2004 record
for the number of cases han-
dled. Plus, he’s the president of
the Montana County Attorneys
Association this year.

But Lambert said he’s more
than a prosecutor. As he sits in
his modest office at Judge
Guenther Memorial Center,
with few pictures on the walls
and law books serving as the
most noticeable decoration, he
is quick to tick off his other
passions — he’s a Bobcat fan, a
volunteer and has made a re-
newed effort to spend more
time with his wife and kids
and not work such long hours.

Prosecuting is just his day
job — a job, he says, that will
never be popular with every-

" body.

“But if you come to work
and don’t have a zeal for help-
ing people, you should proba-
bly do something else,”
Lambert said.

Kellyn Brown is at
kbrown@dailychronicle.com



